Betrayal & Deceit at the Humane Society of the EhiStates
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Thefundraising appeal from John Goodwin of the Hum3aeiety of the United States was ambiticlise goal was to
raise one million dollars by month’s end for doge I'Faye,” an abused fighting dog rescued in trgést bust of a
dog fighting ring in U.S. history. According to Gain, “Faye” is now safe, in a loving home, recargrthanks to
HSUS.

But none of it was true: the fundraising appeal delgberately designed to mislead donors. HSUSnea@volved in
caring for “Faye.” HSUS, in fact, predicted and gesfed that dogs like “Fayshould be killedIn further fact, they
could not even get her name right. And while Fag Weing cared for, and needed surgery, the codtsare were
being provided bygomeone else

Kcdogblog.comwas the first to break the story:

Here’s the rub. They're not caring for the vastaniy (or any?) of the dogs that were rescued ftbendog fighting
ring bust from this summer...

It appears as if HSUS is trying to use the pubifiom theTime Magazinarticle which referred to [one of the groups
involved] as “the Humane Society” to raise monaydogs that aren’t even in their care. This woudd lre the first

time HSUS has pulled shenanigans in such a redastitwo years ago, HSUS asked for money to cat@éodogs
rescued from Mike Vick's Bad Newz Kennels—when tlasyan organization were lobbying to have all thgsdilled.

Petconnection. cometailed the deceit even further:

The HSUS hasn't given one thin dime to help Fay fraye), according to her foster mom, who notetthéncomments
yesterday:

I am rather sad that HSUS has chosen to use Fajéye) in their fund drive. Fay has never receizetime from
HSUS. How do | know? Because | am the one thaistefing Fay. Fay is currently going through expensurgeries
to recreate medically need lips so her teeth ddatlobut, her jaw bone stops deteriorating, anel cén live a normal
life. HSUS never contacted us regarding Fay. Invitleo John states she is in a loving home...realhanks for the
compliment but Fay is looking for her forever home.



Petconnection. com went on to say that the deastdeliberate:

The HSUS knew. One figures they had a little pooww-lawyers, fund-raisers and accountants—and tiethe
math, figuring any howls of protest would be mtiren offset by the sight of a dog with her lips efitby a
dodfighter, and the number of people who'd clicktloat link and give, give, give.

In response to the criticismen blogs ontwitter, including calls for a criminal investigation oSS—and with the
memory of an investigation for fraud by the Loumgiaand Mississippi Attorneys General for Hurric&agrina
fundraising still fresh, HSUS announced that theyergoing to give $5,000 for Fay’s surgery, ¥2 of dPwhat they
hoped and expected to raise from the appeal. The efas designed to quell some of the controvesag, while the
money was needed, kcdogblog.com corremtiydemned it as too littie an open letter to HSUS:

It is not enough to break up dog fighting rings #meh leave the rehabilitation of the dogs to otirganizations. The
dogs need your help long after the fighting ringrisken up. And it is certainly not acceptableyou to raise money
from people by making them think the money is gam¢he help “Animal Survivors” (it is even calléae “Animal
Survivor’s Fund”) when you're not caring for theimals—and when other organizations really needrtiaiey to
help them. It is not enough to give money to oog flom the fight bust when hundreds of others rresg.

And certainly, the other 99.5% of the goal—the $90B they hope to raise off of “Faye”—should notiigim HSUS
coffers to pay for beachfront properties for HSU8aritives, or any other historical HSUS spendiritepas. But into
the coffers of the nation’s richest humane orgaimnaand—according tBorbe’s Magazine-one of the nation’s
wealthiest charities, it will go.

Following the multi-state dog fighting bust in whi€ay was rescued, | called on HSUS to cover teesaf the
rescue, take over subsequent rehabilitation arelafdhe dogs, and ensure their subsequent plad¢ehseiggested
HSUS put out the following statement

The Humane Society of the United States wantsdoraseveryone concerned over the fate of thesettlagse are
doing everything in our power to provide unconditiblove and the best care possible for the victfithese crimes.
Their welfare is our utmost concern, and everyoactve take on their behalf will be guided by congias for their
plight, respect for the lives, and an unwaveringogtment to ensuring we find them a safe, lovingiemment, in
which to spend the rest of their lives. We knowt tlegcue groups often have stretched resourcegndie that
shelters, like the Humane Society of Missouri, dlage to care for the daily influx of dogs and dattheir shelter. So
as the nation’s largest, richest and most powaerfirhal protection organization, we are steppingouhe plate. If any
rescue groups have the capacity to help, we'll arale it. But rest assured: we will not allow a senghe of these dogs
to lose their lives. However long it takes, howewerch it costs, we will save all the puppies. Wk save all the
dogs. And if any are aggressive, we will undertal®mprehensive rehabilitation. That is our plemgtem. And that
is our pledge to you.

That is what we akhouldhave been told. That is what the dogs deserveely @lin’t say this, of course. And they
didn’t do it. But they should have, instead of viatkaway. Instead of Pacelle saying what he didan say: that it

was pretty cleamost of the dogs should be kill&they did not go so far as they have in othergamech as the Vick
dogs and th&Vilkes County, North Carolina massagcirewhich HSUSobbiedthe court to kill savable dogs. But after
the initial publicity subsided, and except for sotwieen efforts disproportionate to the need, HSUtked away and
left local groups in the lurch. To then turn arowamd try to raise $1,000,000 off of their work tingh an intentionally
misleading fundraising campaign that followEidhe Magazine'soverage of the issue is, in my opinion, tantanbdéain
fraud.

The Michael Vick Dog Fundraising Scam



Yes! I want to make a special gift to help
The Humane Soclety of the United States care
for the dogs selzed in the Michael Vick case
and bo support other vital anfmal protection
PrOgIEmS.

The HEUS has assisted federat authpsities in the
case againsy Michael Vick and his co-defendants,
and B now pearsering the care of the 52 pit bulis
selted fram Vick's property in southwestern
wirginia.
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We desperately need your help to care for . e
these dogs while the case Iz pending. Pleace donate today by compléting the felds
below, Your gift will be puk to use right away to cire for theze dogs and to support-all 'our
vital animal probsction programs, Thank you!

But the rabbit hole of deceit actually goes deepgikcdogblog reminded us over HSW@&tonscionable fundraising
by deceiving donors about the dogs abused by Midliak, even as Pacelle was lobbying the court to kdhthall.
Petconnection. com also suggested that HSUS krisweurent incident would draw protests but cowddhimllified by
a small payout to quell the unrest. This type diidus cost-benefit analysis should come as no serpw anyone. This
is a part of Wayne Pacelle’s deliberate strategwite money for HSUS. And he has a long sorditbhif high
profile deceit of the public in order to separdtenh from their hard earned dollars.

As | reported in a blog,Dubious Deals at the HSU'S$ack in 2008:

There is perhaps no better example of this themiskading tactics used by HSUS to fundraise bthe Michael
Vick dog fighting case. Shortly after the case e dRSUS contacted the U.S. Attorney prosecutinds dind asked if
they could be “involved” and see the dogs (themdield at six animal control shelters in Virginidhe U.S.
Attorney agreed but only on condition that theyetalo photographs and not publicly talk about thgsdgiting fears
of compromising the case, sensitivities involvedhie prosecution, and issues surrounding rulesideace). HSUS
agreed and then promptly violated that agreemeBU$i staffers took photographs of the dogs with [geaparing
“HSUS” shirts to make it appear that HSUS was diyaovolved in the case and their care.

They then sent out an appeal for money containiplgaiograph of someone wearing an HSUS shirt withaf the
dogs. In the appeal, HSUS asks for money “to hékp flumane Society of the United States care fodtigs seized in
the Michael Vick case” and promises to take the eycend “put [it] to use right away to care for theogs.” A
caption underneath the photograph states: “Thisnsgone of 52 pit bulls seized from Michael Vicgi®perty—
dogs now being cared for by The HSUS...”

Wayne Pacelle himself reiterated this in his Jly2007 blog in which he stated that HSUS was “wigykvith
federal authorities from the start, and assistiith e care of 52 dogs taken from Vick’s propérty.

The only problem with the appeal is that it wasedlly true. HSUS was not caring for the dogs ay tHaimed, they
were not primarily looking for money to care foettlogs, and the money raised was not primarilygytwrbe “put to
use right away to care for these dogs.”

And while the Federal Mail Fraud Statute (the oldederal consumer protection statute in the Un8tates) defines
fraud as a scheme which uses the U.S. mail torobtaney by means of false or fraudulent represemstHSUS was
careful to avoid it. Beneath the photograph with dog and a person wearing an HSUS shirt is thensémt that the
dogs were being cared for by HSUS “and other stseltin fact, it was “the other shelters” doing #ie day-to-day
caring.

The appeal also asked (twice) for money to helmthare for the Vick dogs, but also “to support othgprograms.”
In fact, aside from a few thousand dollars givethshelters caring for the dogs out of the lawga purportedly
raised, the funds raised from this appeal wenina#éy to these “other” programs. The Vick dog migraph, the talk
of the Vick dogs, the part about caring for thelilogs was all part of the elaborate distractiarrehlity, it was the
“other” programs part that was operative...

Taking people’s money under suspect pretensesligfaugh. Doing so at the expense of the dogsniglgi
unforgivable. Because HSUS violated the agreeméhtthe U.S. Attorney, relations between the gowent
agencies involved in the Vick prosecution and theane movement were soured. According to humarieipants
in the case, HSUS's actions made it more diffitulivork with the federal agencies, which now haasom to distrust



these organizations. The outcome could have besastdous for the dogs had the government refusedriowith all
humane groups as a result.

No one—including Pacelle himself—would have likigt any sleep over this because, in the end, H&8B
lobbied the court to have all the dogs killed. Acling to Wayne Pacelle himself: “we have recommertdehe
[government] , and believe, the [dogs] will be evetly put down.”

The Hurricane Gustav Fundraising Scam

As the “Faye” appeal, the Vick dog appeal was atsioan isolated incident, but part of a recurriattern designed to
misrepresent the truth and raise money off of tbekwf others. In 2008, MuttShack Rescue complatitge-scale
rescue of animals in New Orleans because of Hureicdustav. Instead of supporting the effort, HSW@8red the
rescue as their own. According to MuttShack:

[We] just completed the largest animal evacuatiothe history of New Orleans. After its completist§US drove
their trucks up in front of the whole deal, shotngofootage and has posted it [on their websit¢heis own rescue.

HSUS then sent out another deceitful fundraiseinggkeople to donate to them becausaraither organization’s
rescue.

Keeping Donors in the Dark

Kcdogblog.com was insightful when suggesting th&tt$ was trying to capitalize by raising $1,000,880a dog and
dogs not even in their care afteFime Magazinarticle about the dogs hit newsstands, becausadigazine referred
to the local humane society simply as “the humargesy.” In fact, that is exactly what HSUS doesligert money
people intend to go to their local shelter to HSM&ishington D.C. coffers. (It is no coincidencet tH8US has
chosen the name “humanesociety” rather than “HSdStheir twitter name.JFor a not insignificant feeHSUS sells
its donor list for one time use by shelters, betltt comes with caveats. In addition to othetglisas not mailing it
out until HSUS sent their appeal to those dondhg) pone primary stipulation is that:

In order to rent the list, you would need to subttmé& complete mail piece to the list owner for appat.

Over the years, the Nevada Humane Society hasd@dinat people are often confused by fundraisingals from
HSUS. Local residents think they are donating oltital humane society when they give money to HSbct,
NHS has been told by local residents that they laéready donated to them, when in fact they ga¢StS. This
confusion goes beyond fundraising: NHS was pubtcitjcized for “embracing Michael Vick™which they did net
because people thought HSUS ("the humane sociei®S)NHS. In order to clarify the confusion and éfphraise
funds for local programs, they tried to buy aflismm HSUS to do so. And they submitted their preggbmailing for
HSUS approval whicincluded the statement that

Nevada Humane Society is a nonprofit organizatiga.rely upon donations to make our lifesaving wooksible. We
do not receive funding from national groups ordgbgernment. Your contribution is tax-deductibleed®e return this
reply slip in the enclosed envelope to Nevada He®wociety. Thank you.

After doing so, HSUS denied the request, statiag tinless NHS “remove[d] ‘national groups’ fromsticiopy,” they
could not use the list.
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In other words, HSUS did not want NHS informingg@éndividuals that when they give to groups liKeUS, they are
not giving money to local lifesaving efforts. Puhply, HSUS was committed to keeping its supporiletthe dark as



to where their money was going. Surprised, thedesidp at NHS sent the following message to the 8ISU
representative:

Is HSUS really... deterring us from clarifying formrs how funds are used?

Does HSUS really wish to use the sale of theirimgiist to control the messages of smaller hunwgeanizations—
those that are doing the work on the ground angygling under the public misperception that if tiygye to a large
national group that they are helping animals lg@all

The answer was “yes.” Notwithstanding th&e it or leave itesponse, NHS decided to remove the offending agess
and resubmit the fundraising appeal. But that waienough. It did not matter if it was just on #ygpeal being used
with the HSUS list, HSUS was insistent that thitdially clarifying language had to be removed fralhiNHS
mailings, even to those not involving HSUS maillisgs. Furthermore, NHS was told they had to agoeefrain from
using it inanyfuture communications @nybody something NHS would not agree to do:

Are you are asking us not to mail factual inforroatthat we are not funded by large national orgsidns to our own
supporters?

Once again, the answer was “yes.” Conferring wigl$ officials, the HSUS list manager replied thalid not matter
if the appeal involved HSUS lists or not, of if thgpeals were “going to our names or otherwise—mEgou are
mailing language that we do not approve, [HSUS] mok approve you. For that reason, NVHS has loegned.”

The Truth about HSUS Doesn’t Sell

While HSUS raises the bulk of its donations onliheks of saving dogs and cats even though it dotesperate
shelters for dogs and cats or engage in rescuplandment of dogs and cats, it appears that itlimato suggesto
donors that it does and, as a condition for bujtsgailing list, refuses to allow local organizats to clarify the
misrepresentation. And they are not alone in sugggthis. The local humane society in Seattleccfail when
representatives of the ASPCA, a New York City-baseghnizationallegedly went door to door fundraising in their
community with dogs wearing “adopt me” vegdgsigned to confuse people to think: the dogeweailable for
adoption and the ASPCA was involved in finding herfer dogs locally.

Why do they do this? In contrast to their own stasiddefense of killing and even while they worlutalermine
lifesaving efforts in local communities across toentry, they know that these local groups are ngkilifesaving
difference for animals and that people love animaald would want to support it. And so they intenélty mislead the
public into thinking that they are the ones saumgse animals and, in the case of HSUS, they refuakow local
shelters to clarify the misrepresentation. Becainsie end, if either Wayne Pacelle or Ed Saytteshead of the
ASPCA, had to rely on the truth: theedless killing of OredheWilkes County massacréheembrace of the most
notorious dog abuser of our generatittreopposition to No Kill in San Franciscondermining reform activists in
Austin, Texasand other anti-animal practices, they would reesbme of the wealthiest charities in the U.S.—the
ASPCA also made the Forbe’s list—they would beitlgst And neither Pacelle nor Sayres is willindo®truthful at
that cost.



